JOINT LETTER OF EUROPEAN REGIONS ON THE FUTURE OF COHESION POLICY

Ms. Ursula VON DER LEYEN, President of the European Commission
200 Rue de la Loi, 1049, Brussels
In copy to:

Ms Elisa FERREIRA, Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms
Mr Nicolas SCHMIT, Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights

Mr Johannes HAHN, Commissioner for Budget and Administration

Brussels, 31 May 2024
Dear President von der Leyen,

We are writing to you as representatives of 120 regions of Europe from 15 Member States. We kindly request
a meeting with you to express our concerns on the future of Cohesion Policy.

We, the Regions are at the heart of Europe, bringing Europe closer to the citizens and the territories. 70% of
European policies and legislation have a direct impact at regional and local level.

Europeans are facing many challenges, throughout history, citizens have found Cohesion Policy as a tangible
solution. Cohesion Policy is uniquely positioned to mobilise funds, to address citizens pressing concerns such
as increasing global competition, EU enlargement, climate change, ecological, digital, and demographic
transitions, talent and development traps, and the growing need for security. Cohesion Policy complements
the single market, contributes to the reduction of disparities across the EU, an important objective of the EU
treaties, and plays a key role in fostering long term sustainable growth, as underlined by the European Council
on 17/18 April 2024.

At a time when citizens’ mistrust of Europe may be strongly expressed at the ballot box, we must strengthen
the policies that are most visible in the territories and cohesion policy is certainly one of these. Cohesion of
the European Union is therefore a major democratic objective in the current geopolitical context.

The 9™ Cohesion Report confirmed that Cohesion Policy has continued to create strong innovation
ecosystems, build key mobility infrastructure, enhance sustainable development and facilitate a rapid
response to multiple crisis facing Europe and its citizens. Cohesion Policy has achieved this through shared
management, the partnership and the multilevel governance principles.

We acknowledge that cohesion policy needs to evolve. In order for Cohesion Policy to continue to deliver we
ask for:

1. Afuture cohesion policy, available to all regions, that respects a territorial, place-based approach, and
honors the principles of partnership and subsidiarity by granting Europe’s regions a paramount role
in the programming and implementation process, through shared management and multilevel
governance. A centralised approach does not allow that.

2. A budget to match the long-term investment approach of Cohesion Policy addressing the diverse
challenges in all EU Regions.

3. An enhanced dialogue between the European Commission and the European regions to further
improve the performance of the cohesion policy post 2027. The appointment of a new Vice-President
of the Commission in charge of economic, social and territorial cohesion could be useful for this
dialogue.

On the eve of the new mandate of European institutions, we would appreciate an opportunity to discuss with
you these strategic matters for the future of Europe.
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Ms. Marie-Pierre Mespléde from the regional office of Nouvelle-Aquitaine acts as Point of Contact for this

joint initiative (bureau-bruxelles@nouvelle-aquitaine.fr).

Thank you for your attention, and we look forward to your positive response.

Sincerely,

The president of the Nouvelle-Aquitaine region

Alain Rousset
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